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frequently betrays me": they initiated him, in
short, into the subtle delights of feminine friend-
ship, of intuitive reactions. And, amid all their
iridescence, it was above everything their
humility that made him wonder ; humility ! in
people so brilliant, so refined, who, Selima especi-
ally, made such rapid progress in divinity. His
own humility was, as usual, sadly lacking. " For
want of this I cannot follow you as I would," he
wrote sadly to Aspasia ; " I must be left behind
in the race of virtue. I am sick of pride, it quite
weighs my spirits down. O preserve me that I
may be healed ! " So the delightful correspond-
ence went on all through 1731; was it not pleasant
to be consulted on matters of conscience, such as
whether Aspasia should go to concerts on Sunday
evenings, more than pleasant to be told that the
beauty of holiness shone in one's face ? Cyrus
was distracted if Aspasia left him too long without
a letter ; what had he done to offend her ? He
counted the days till he should see her. And then,
the dangers of the town ! Cyrus grew ever more
solicitous for Aspasia, for it seemed to him that
she was wasting the inestimable gift of herself on
'the butterfly triflers of London society ! Then,
suddenly, Aspasia took alarm ; a postscript to a
letter ran ominously, " I must insist upon your
burning all my letters, and pray don't make use
of any epithet before my name when you write
to me. I have not time to tell my reasons." Alas,
she had not time to write again at all, for though